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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of Central Intelligence

- SUBJECT .  MILITARY THOUGHT (SECRET): "On Fire
Preparation and Fire Support of an
Offensive", by Colonel V. Paleyev

1. Enclosed is a verbatim translation of an article from the
SECRET Collection of Articles of the Journal "Military Thought"
published by the Ministry of Dafense, U3SR, end distridbuted down
to the level of division commander.

2., For convenience of reference by USIB agencles, the
codeword IRONBARK hes been assigned to this series of TOP SECRET
CSDB reporis containing documentary Soviet material. The word
IRONBARK is classified CONFIDENTIAL and is to be used only among
persgons authorized to read and handle this material.

3. In the interests of protecting our gource, TRONBARK
material should be hendled on a need-to-knovw basis within your
office. Requesis for extra copies of this report or for utili-
zation of any part of this document in any other form should be

- addressed to the originating office.

. | : :
\ /MMW
Richard Helms
Deputy Director (Plans)
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Original:

ce:

The Director of Central Intelligence

The Director of Intelligence and Research,
Department of State

'-_ The Director, Defense Intelligence Agency

The Director for Intelligence,
The Joint Staff

. The Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence,

Department of the Army

The Director of Naval Intelligence
Department of the Navy

The Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence
U. S. Air Force

The Director, National Security Agency

‘Director, Divison of Intelligence

Atomic Energy Commission
National Indications Center

Chairman, Guided Missiles and Astronautics
- Intelligence Committee ’

Deputy Director for Research,
Deputy Director for Intelligence
Assistant Director for National Estimates

Assistant Director for Current Intelligence

v vAss1stant Director for Research and Reports

Aséistant Director for Scientific Intelligence

- Director, National Photographic Interpretation Center
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COUNTRY : USSR

SUBJECT : MILITARY THOUGHT (SECRET): '"On Fire
Preparation and KFire Support of an -
Offensive", by Colonel V. Paleyev

DATE OF INFO : August 1961

APPRAISAL OF
CONTENT :  Documentary

SOURCE : A reliable source (B).

Following is a verbatim translation of an article
entitled "On Fire Preparation and Fire Support of an
Offensive'", which was written by Colonel V. Paleyev.

This article appeared in Issue 5 (60) of 1961 of
a special version of the Soviet journal Military Thought
which is classified SECRET by the Soviets and 1s
published irregularly. sent to :
press on 25 August 1961, contained the - 50X1-HUM

Table of Contents for this issue,

Comment: Military Thought 1s published by the USSR 50X1-HUM
~ Ministry or Defense in three versions, classified RESTRICTED, :
SECRET, and TOP SECRET. The RESTRICTED version has been issued

monthly since 1937, while the other two versions are issued
irregularly. - The TOP SECRET version was initiated in early 1960.
By the end of 1961, 61 issues of the SECRET version had been
published, 6 of them during 1961.
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On Fire Preparation and Fire Support of an Offensive

by

Colonel V. Paleyev

‘ot tco long ago the decisgive force in achievirg suc-
coss 1n a battleo or opoeration was tho imfantry and tanks,
and tho fire woapons wore called in to propare and support
thoir combat oporations vhoa broaking throuzh the enonmy
defence, doveloping tho offcmsive in tho dopth, encircling
and dostroying tho concirclod eoneny groupings, and algco

sigtirg in ropolling tho onony offonsivo im tho dofonue.
Artillory had a fairly linited effoctive rango, ard thoro-
foro was mainlv usod for dircct cupport of advarcirz troops.
To destroy objoctivos im tho dopth, first of all the ro-
8Qrvogs, uircraft arcod with ammunition haviry convontiomal
or chonical charges wore callod in., Thoir capabilitics in
connoction with thic worc limited.

Ao noithe# artillory nor aircraft bhad tho capability
to doctroy thoiomony roliably ovor the ontiro dopth of his
oporational fo#ration ond could not play o cociuivo rolo
in tho oromy's! dostmuction, thoir oporations woro called
"artillory and aircrzaft proparation and suprort of an
ofZfensive" in our sorvice rogulations. :

A modoern o;fensive operation is characterizod by tha
nacs use of nucloar weapons ovor the ontire dopth of tho
encny operational formation with a simultancouzs troop
offonsive at high spoeds and the use of a large number of
airborne (amphibious) forces having various compositions
and designations.

In connection with the use of nuclear woapons in an
operation, new concepts were introcduced -~ nuclear prepara-
tion and nuclear support of an offensive. Lately nuclear,
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artillery, and aircraft preparation were combined into fire
preparation and support of an offensive, the basis of which,
under modern conditions, is composed of nuclear strikes.

It is known that with the introduction of nuclear/
nissile weapons into the troops, the role and significance
of fire weaponshave changed sharply. Nuclear/missile wea-
pons have completely new capabilities. In essence they
are distinguished by their unlimited powver, gveat effective
range, relatively high accuracy of fire, and their capability
to destroy the enemy reliably over the entire depth of his

-operational formation., The nuclear/missile weapon becams

the basic method for achieving wictory in an operation.
Gradually the infantry and tanks are turrning into only a
means for completing the enemy's destruction. They are
assigned the mission of consolidating as fast as possible
the results attained by the use of nuclear weapons. With
this, the operations of tanks and infantry become separate
battles with isolated enemy groupings which sometimes are
not even united by a single centralized command.

On the basis of what has been said it becomes apparent
that the terms "fire preparation" and "fire support" do not
correspond to the tasks assigned to fire weapons in an oflen-
sive operation and do not stress the main (prevalent) role

of nuclear weapons. And this, in turn, leads in practice %o a
" striving to adapt the new fire weapons to former forms of

troop actions in an operation, and this slows down the furth-
er development of military art.

In actuality, who is supported or backed up by nucliear
weapons (if one examines this in the total system of the oper-
ation), for whom do they prepare the offensive? We krow that
the main purpose of nuclear weapons is the destruction of
encny troop groupings, his fire means, and other important
cbjectives. The use of nuclear weapons permits the achieve-

 ment cf the ultimate aim of the operation in a short time.

Consequently,'fire weapons, the basis of which consists
of nuclear weapons, do not prepare an offensive but they ad-
vance simultaneously or in a short period of time, enveloping
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f the entire depth of a huge territory with their action,

| Let us examine very briefly the procedure for using

' nuclear weapons in an offensive operation which is con-
ducted during a war when intelligence organs are working
at full force and quite effectively.

Until now this was presented as follows, During the
‘period of preparation for the offensive operation the fire
weapons (first of all, nuclear weapons) carry on combat to !
wo achieve fire superiority by destroying the eremy's nuclear ~
| weapons and other important objectives. As a rule all this
is accomplished by delivering single or, less frequently,
group nuclear strikes.

Having achieved fire superiority and accumulated an
adequate anount of forces and woapons, the troops shift to
the offensivo, carryinrg out preliminary fire proparation
(it is comsideroed that out of the number of nuclear war-
heads issuod for the operation the larger part will be
allotted for the latter). During the poriod of fire pre-
paration, nuclear weapons will destroy newly disclcsed enemy
-~ mecns of nuclear attack, his troop groupings in the tac-
tical zone and basic operaticnal reserves (over the cntire f
depth of the mission), objectives of military-industrial ;
significance, and aircraft on airfields. The control and |
PVO systems are disrupted, ard several other missions are
fulfilled, A necessary condition for the successful
achievement of the main goal - the reliable destruction
of the enemy over the entire depth of the operation - is
etfective intelligence and the presence of an adequate
amount of nuclear warheads and means to deliver them to
the targets.

Thus, the success of the entire operation as a whole
is actually predetermined by the successful operations of
the fire weapons in the pericds of preparation and fire

preparation,
The questior arises: for whom is the fire'preparation
' 50X1-HUM
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conducted? The term itself speaks of preparation of con-

ditions for successful operations by some decisive force.

But we have already determined that under modern conditions
~ this decisive force is nuclear wveapons, It turns out that
‘ nuclear weapons, as the basis of fire meang, carry out

fire preparation for themselves. Can we approach this

question in this manner? Of course not. According to its

nature and the significance of the tasks being fulfilled

© during this period, fire preparation is nothing other than

the beginning of the offensive.

\

Fire support of an offensive in the former sense meant
the fire support of advancing troops in their successive
seizure of lines ok objectives in the depth of the eneny
dcfense, the repelling of counterstrikes, and the comnmitment
of sccond echolons| or reserves to the engagenent. To examine
the use now of nuclear weapons in the same plane means giving
1t the supporting and not the decisive role in achieving
success in an operation. :

As we know, d#ring an offensive, nuclear weapons are
used to dostroy newly discovered encny rcans of nuclear
attack, resorves which have boen newly discovorcd or not
previously destroyed, and other objectives and targets.
Efforts of the emnemy to create large groupings of fire
~woapons, aircraft, and troops, and,first of al} of tanks to
deliver counterstrikes are eliminated by the timely delivery
of massed nuclear strikes. :

Thus, even during this period, the fire means and, first
of all, the nuclear weapons as the basic force are used with
decisive purposes for the swift achievement of success in the
operation by destroying the enemy. Using the results of the
enployment of nuclear weapons and other weapons, tanks and the
infantry strive to seize the territory more quickly in order
to consolidate the success achieved. :

o Consequently, the term '"fire support” of an offersive
is also unfortunate, because it does not reflsct the main
role of fire weapons and of the nuclear weapons, first of all,
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in achieving success in an operation.

In cur opinion, instead of the torms "fire preparation”
and "fire support" thoe torm "firo offorsive" should be intro-
duccd as tho ono that corrosponds roro clocoly to the pature
ol conducting a rodorn offoncive oporation arnd shows the
provalent role of fire weapoms, mainly nucloar ones, in
achicvirz victory.

As a rule, the firo offcnsive schould start with a fire
striko corriod out simultancously or in a short poriod o7
tino by tho groater part of the nuclear weapons, artillery,
aad poartially by the front (army) aviation against the en-
tiro dopth of the encny oporational formation,wvith the aim
ol dosctroying mowly discovered omcny means of nucloar
attack, tho rcoot inmportant groupirss of his troops, and
other objcctives by moans of dolivorinz massceod group and
cinglo strikos with nuclear, chomical, and comventional
crzunition., During this strike, the troop control systom
and tho PVO system should also be destroyed, tho roar area
should ko disorganized, and tho enemy's will for organized
rosistance should be brokon.

Richt aftor this strike, troop combat oporations are
irmodiatcoly carried out ovor tho entire torritory onmbraced
by tho front (army) miccion. Tho fire woapons continue the
fire offcncive until tho front (arnmy) mission is fulfilled,
i.0., until the oporation is concludod.

: During a firo offensive, several fire strikes are
carricd ocut. Undoubtcdly, tho first ome is tho rost power-
ful one., The stronzth of tho subscquont firc strilkos will
dopond on the conditions of the situation and, mainly, oa the
nunkor of fire weapons ready to deliver a strike and the
nunbor of dicclesed ononmy objectives.

Combat to retain fire superiority continuos during the
offorsive. It is conducted by delivering strikcs against

digcovorod encmy nuclear weapons, artillery, airfields, and
other objectives.
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The fire offensive is the basis of the general
offensive of front troops. Fire strikes with which the
fire offonsive starts and is carried out, until the suc-
cessful conclusion of the operation as a whole, are components
of the fire offensive.

‘ The fire offonsive is preceded by a preparation period

| duripz which employment is planned and preparation is con-

: ducted of fire woapons, first of all nuclear ones, for the
firc offonsive, nuclear warheads are anmassed, regrouping
of troops is carried out, etc. The basic mission of fire
woapons during this period is achieving fire superiority
over the enemy as the decisive condition for achieving
success in the operaticn. _

The propositions advanced in this article will be correct
for conditions when front troops have an adequate amouut of
means in their complement to deliver nuclear warheads to the
targets and when an adequate amount of nuclear warheads is
allotted for the front offensive operation, :
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